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Sative s my weapon; but Pm too discreet, 

Vo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

Tonty wear it ina tand of Hectors, 

Phieves, supercargoes, sharpers, aid dtrectors.— Pups. 
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MORE VICTIMS! 





ANOTHLR STAB AT THE TRIAL BY JURY.—CONVICTION 
OF MR. DOLBY, AND MR, CLARK,-—AT THE INSTANCE 
OF THE VICE AND BRIDGE-STREET GANGS, 

Two more political cenvictions have taken place. 

fwo more victims will shortly be consigned to dungeons, and 

tu the torturing privations of undeserved incarceration: for un- 
deserved we must call that punishment which falls upon these 
who are not conscious of committing any offence: and whose 
conduct is construed into guilt, by fiends banded together, and 
hired for the purpose of entangling them in the snares of the 
lav. Mr. Dolby has been found guilty of a libel, by the pub- 
lication of the Political Dictionary : a work calculated to exhi- 
bit in a true light, the misapplication of terms by the loyal 
faction ; and the abuse of language which modern loyalty re- 
quires of its votaries. But before we proceed to the matter of 
the libel, we have a lesson in law to read to the Lord Chief 

Justice onthe subject of juries; a tepic upon which we hare 
Vou. IX. No. 17. 
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been for some time vainly endeavouring to enlighten his under- 
standing. An objection was first made to the new panel, be- 
cause the two special jurors who attended, and who were not 
objected to before, were not present to sit on the present case ; 
but this was over-ruled by the Bench, perhaps with reason, 
because a new proceeding had been ordered, on account of the 
general partiality of the returning officer. A second objection, 
of a much more formidable nature, was taken ; namely, that the 
Coroner who was to call the common jurymen to supply the 
place of the special jurymen, had taken care to provide him- 
self, by formal requests of attendance with a set of persons of 
his own acquaintance, some of whom he actually called into 
the bor. This was objected to by Mr, Scarlett, as absolutely 
contrary to the law, and calculated to taint still further the 
purity of the trial by jury. But we think Mr. Scarlett should 
have carried h protest so far as_to refuse to proceed to trial, 
under this new mode of packing juries; which, if established, 
destroys all pretence to impartiality 1m the selection of jurors. 
The law says, that any deficiency shall be supplied from 
among the bye standers. Yet liete is an officer sum- 
moning of his own authority, certain persons to assume 
the character of bye standers, in order to be  quali- 
fied to serve as Jurymen. The Bridge Street Gang has 
anonymous subscribers. The Coroner, who has to call these 
persons, may be a subscriber; and he may plant other anony- 
mous subscribers among the bye-standers, in order to return 
verdicts previously agreed upon by the society. All this is not 
only a possible, but a probable occurrence, in some future 
stage of the existence of the Gang, which cannot have a wise 
and honourable man in the catalogue of its supporters ;—and 
ihis precedent established, its work will be short enough, and 
the road to convictions as smooth and agreeable as pliable con- 
sciences can make it. ‘This is a means of introducing, in the 
words of Mr, Scarlett, “ Juries neither struck by the parties, 
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as directed by the Statute in cases of Special Juries; nor 
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taken indifferently as at common law; but privately chosen 
‘ by the officer,’ who MAY be an anonymous subscriber to 
the prosecuting Gang. The Court has already decided that 
Special Jurors shall not be challenged :—and it has ncw decided 
that common Jurors may be previcusly chosen by the returning 
officer. This gives the last blow to the Trial by Jury. I[t has 
long heen a farce in all Crown prosecutions. Itis now a nullity. 
The Lord Chief Justice, who has made this law, said the Co- 
voners had not done amiss, in taking preliminary steps “ to en- 
“sure the attendance of persons whom they might return in 
‘case of necessity :”’—and that it was “a proper course to 
*‘ prevent the tial from gomg off, for want of persons whom 
“they might return.” These preliminary steps, hewever, are 
not warranted by law. The law has already prescribed a 
means of preventing trials from going off, by declaring that the 
bye-standers shali be called upon to supply the deficiency :-—— 
and it was nota “ proper course,’ on the part of the officers, 
to overlook the legal means, and adopt an illegal method on 
their own authority. There never could be any lack of bye- 
standers, in the open Court :—aud we would not have been 
parties to the farce of a trial, under such circumstances, We 
would have advised the defendant io protest against this course ; 
to declare that he would rather be the victim of an open act of 
despotic power, than seem to appeal to laws which gave him no 
protection, but offered to the hands of his persecutors any 
weapons that they might chuse to employ. The Chief Justice 
said the same objection might always be made to the common 
Jurymen who were usually called to supply any deficiency, be- 
cause the lists were alwavs prepared by the Sheriff :—but this 
tsa fallacy, and an evasion. They are not prepared by the 
Sheriff, though they are returned in his name:—uor are they 
prepared at all; but taken in the course of a routine which the 
Sheriff has no power to alter; and over which he has no con- 
troul. ‘This is somewhat diiferent from sending private letters 
to bis personal friends, to ensure that a trial shall come on. 
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He has no business to ensure this. [tis his daty to summon 
those who cught tu attend, and none besite? What right has 
he to anticipate that the Special Jurymen will not be 
present? Let the Court enforce ifs authority to command 
their attendance. [t is no part of the duty of the Sheriff to 
suppose that they will not attend :—-and when he steps out 
of his duty to anticipate matters which the law does not 
anticipate, he allords sufficient evidence that he may be actu- 
ated by improper motives? What was it to the Sheriffs whether 
Mr. Dolby was tried or not? What interest ought they te 
have liad, in eusuring that the trial should not go of? The 
Master of the Crown Office packs a special jury in the first 
instance; and the sheriffs pack a set of bys-standers, to make 
up for the accidental absence of any of the first parties! Oh! 
race trial by jury!” No wonder that convictions should so 
regularly follow persecutions. The cause produces the effect 
Do we then blame the jurvmen? No—we pity, and perhaps 
———-— them ;—but we by no means blame them, They are 
only prejudiced instruments in the hands of others. The mole 
can see no better than his optics will permit ; and these men, 
earthed in their prejudices like moles in the soil, may act to the 
best of their judgments. We only complain that their judg- 
ments are so bad, and that they are so easily misled. It is, 
however, useless to complain. We must make up our minds te 
hold our liberties ona sufferance, to crawl about the streets on 
eave of our good masters—to speak on licence, and to breathe on 


special grace! And in this way we may become the wonder of 


the world, though we have long ceased to be either its envy, 0: 


its admiraticn! 

With respect to the libel itself, it was of the common order— 
“a libel on the constitution, government, and laws of the 
“ country :’—by describing them in a way more calculated to 
convey a proper idea of them, than that in which they are 
spoken of by those who find their pockets filled, and their 
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‘uxnnes suppled at the expence of the public. Tt must strike 
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every one as singular, that in governments which are confessedly 
good, such things as libels are scarcely ever met with. In 
America they areunknown. The government feels that it has 
nothing toapprehend from the fruéé ; aud falsehood only re- 
quires a dash of the pen to refute. But where the few gorge 
and fatten upon the labours of the many, libels multiply : be- 
cause every honest truth is a hibel agatast those who feel that 
they cannot bear the exposure, Andail whom the truth may 
in any degree affect join in ifs persecution, lest what offends 
their fellows to day may offend themselves to-morrow. Thus 
we find, that whenever authority 1s jealous, it is always corrupt 
—it persecutes from a sense of ifs owa guilt—and punishes its 
arraigners, because it is conscious of deserving punishment it- 
self, 

Mr. Scariett bas been much inierested ia this case ; but we 
do not think his defence of Mr. Dolby met the accusation so 
fairly as it might and should have done. The accusation of 
Mr. Gurrey, on the part of the prosecution, was one of the 
usual flimsy and ridiculous appeals to the prejudices of the 
jury. It did not contain a single arguinent, or a single tenable 
position, except what it quoted from the alleged libel. He read 
a passage, and called out “ here’s sedition!” —another, and 
exclaimed again, “ more sedition !’—a third, and cried “ sedi- 
tion” a third time: while we are free to confess, that we can 
perceive nothing but what was perfectly justifiable and essen- 
tially correct. To establish this propositiou, we will quote the 
speech of Mr, Gurney, as given in the journals of the day ;-~ 
and it will require but very! little labour to shew that gen- 
tleman was either grossly deceived himself, or still more grossly 
attempted to impose upon others. 

“* Mr. GuRNEY addressed the jury for the prosecution. This 
indictment came before them, found by the Grand Jury of 
Middlesex, charging the defendant with a seditious libel; and 
sure he was, if this description were not applicable to the work 


im question, that he should be at a loss to know what could 
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ever deserve if. Itwas entitled “ A Political Dictionary, os 
Pocket Companion: chiefly designed forthe use of Members 
of Parliament, Whigs, Tories, Loyalists, Magistrates, Clergy. 
men, Half-pay Officers, Worshipful Aldermen and Reviewers ; 
being an illustration and commentary on all words, phrases, and 
proper names in the Vocabulary of Corruption.” in the pre- 
face, it was said that “the Grammar of Mr, Cobbett, for the 
use of schools, soldiers, and others, is an excellent manual, and 
wants a political dictionary as a companion.” The work then 
consisted of explanations given by the author to various names, 
arranged in the form ofa dictionary ; and uader this colour it 
attempted to degrade the King, the Lords, the Commons, the 
clergy, the laws, and those who administered the laws; it libel- 
ied, in short, every class of society except the lowest, whom 
it flattered, because among them writers of his class hoped to 
find those on whom they might work with success. A few pas- 
sages only had been selected; but if Mr. Scarlett thought the 
strength of these could be diluted, or their meaning rendered 
harmless by the context, the whole might be read, and then 
scarcely a page would be found without a libel. The first passage 
was headed ‘‘ Common Law:” and of this law—the collected 
wisdom of ages-—the following character was given:—“ Judge 
law: the derra trcogniia of lawyers ; any thing the Judge pleases. 
For example, the fining of Mr. Davison three times, in the 
midst of his defence; or Mr. Clement for publishing Thistle- 
wood's trial, Aéem. Cinef Justice Pemberton used to boast 


that he had made more law (common law) in his time than the 


King and both Houses of Parliament. Some of the present 


Judges (adds the writer) seem inclined to follow his example.” 
The whiter of this paragraph knew that he was virtually convey- 
ing falsehoods to the minds of his readers. He was not so ig- 
norant as not to know that the learned Judge who fined Davie 
on would have deserted his most sacred duty had he not se 
exerted his powers; if he sat to preserve silence for the better 


diffusion of the wurst sentiments ~if he allowed the Court in 
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which he presided to be made a theatre of. blasphemy, and 
restrained the indignant feelings of the audience, which would 
be enkindled by expressions which in no other place in the king- 
dom could a man dare to utter. Hie was not so ignorant as 
not to know that Mr, Clement was not fined for publishing 
Thistlewood’s trial, but fer publishing apart of that trial dur- 
ing its progress, by which the order for exclusion of uncalled 
witnesses would be rendered useless, ard by which the order 
made to prohibit 2 premature publication was set at defiance. 
Whether Mr, Justice Pemberton ever said the words imputed 
to him or no was immaterial, he (Mr. Gurney) had no great 
respect for that judge; but if there were wicked or corrupt 
judges in the time of Charles the Second, any man who dared 
to impute to the judges of the present day a disposition to follow 
their example was guilty of the foulest and the falsest slander. 
In the next page was a detinition of the “ Constitution in Church 
and State,” which Europe might well be challenged to equal; 
but which was here defined as “ religion without piety—law 
without reason—yrepresentatives without constituents—aristocra- 
ey without talent—and a people without subsistence.” Iu other 
parts of the work were insults on the King personally, whom 
the writer must have supposed without authority, if he expected 
to publish these livels with impunity. Uider the head ‘* Meet- 
ing of Parliament” was the following :—‘‘A sign of most omin- 
ous import, portending famine, dungeons, banishment, and 
slavery. In other words, assembling one thousand individuals 
from all parts of the empire, under pretext of devising measures 
for the {national benefit; but, in reality, to augment public 
miseries, ot procure for themselves or relatives a large share of 
the public spoil.” Then wasa descripsion of Parliament itself: 
—‘‘ An empty sound, a hoax, an imposture. Formerly the 
word implied wisdom, integrity and liberty ; a cheek npon arbi- 
trary power, the buikwark of popular freedom: now it meant 
the sanctuary of error, prejudice, and venality; a cloak for 
ministerial turpitude, a passive instrument of royal caprice and 
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official imbecility.” Could any one contend that pastages like 
these were fairly within any Cefinition of the liberty of the press ? 
Would any man say that we must become slaves at once un- 
Jess men were suffered thus to vilify and calummiate all our in- 
stitutions ? It he knew himself, the liberty of the press had not a 
warmer advocate; but that liberty could never shelter mere 
abuse and slander. In the absence of all defence, his learned 
friend might perhaps advert to another topic; and would con- 
tend that this prosecution oughi not to succeed, because it was 
instituted by a society. The law allowed any individval o1 
any number of individuals to prefer an indictment ; but the law 
allowed no individuals or association to choose who should be 
put upon his trial. This could only be determiued by a Grand 
Jury—that great protection of the subject, which would always 
prevent him from being harassed with persecution which were 
vexatious and groundless. With the prosecutors they had 
nothing to do; the only question they had to try was whether 
the defendant was guiity or not ; and of this they would jrdge 
from the evidence alone. They would remember that the press 
required the protection of the law,and must submit to its re- 
straints, or it would became the most loathsome of nuisances, anc 
tle most iutolerable of despotisms. It had been well said that 
“tif the press could gain a victory over the law, it would also 
gain a victory over itself.” It would be indeed a mournfu} 
victory, for it would be one it could never survive. Like Samp- 
son in his last fatal triumph, it would overwhelm. itself 
and those which it sought to destroy in one indiscriminate 
ruin,” 

Now, in this speech, there is nothing to which the most ordi- 
nary talent might not have given an immediate reply ; and yet, 
strange to say, it received none. _Tustead of closely dissect ing 
the evident fallacy, and justifying the literal accuracy of the 
pretended libels, Mr. Scarlett indulged himself in a very elo- 
quent soeech, which was far above the intellects of the jury, 
if we may judge from the conclusion at which they arrived. Of 
the common Jaw, a description of which forms cne of the libels, 
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the Quarterly Review a few weeks since asserted that “it was 
the barbarous invention of a barbarous age:’ andwhen Mr, 
Gurtey called it the ‘ collected wisdom of ages,” it should 
have been remarked that it was rather the ‘‘ collected folly” of 
ages, which the wisdom of the present age would gladly get 
rid of, ifitcould, All its folly, all its ridiculous contradictions, 
all its feudal absurdities, with its utter mcomprehensibility, 
should have been dwelt upon; and the jury might have been 
easily satisfied that the common, or unwritten law, must be 
whatever the Judges please, who are the sole expounders, and 
only interpreters, of this ‘ collected wisdom.” The fining of 
Mr, Davison was one of those stretches of the principles of the 
common law, which the common law disowns.. The best lawyers 
of the day consider it was an usurpation of authority ; and if we 
mistake not, Mr. Scarlett denounced it as such in his character 
of a legislator. Why did he not reply to this nonsense of Mr. 
Gurney! — It is no known part of the common law to stop de- 
fences; for it would be impossible to shew that any defence 
was ever interrupted before the introduction of the written law; 
—and as to the common law preventing the publication of pro- 
ceedings in a court of justice, Mr. Gurney would have been 
equally perplexed to find any instance of its application, Mr. 
Gurney clearly contends in effect, that the common 
law makes the judge absolute in the courts— —and 
confers upon all his prejudices and caprices, the dig- 
nity of law. This should have been denied, and disproved 5 
and the flimsy sophistry exposed. The ridiculous praises of the 
Constitution are susceptible of as easy reply. It should have 
been shewn that we have “ religion without piety.” The Bishop 
of Clogher would have been an excellent witness of the fact : -—- 
and the fact of religion being a trade with hundreds of our 
great men, would have still further corroborated the fact. Thiat 
we have “law without reason,” the statutes at large, with their 
endless absurdities and contradictions, sufficiently prove. If a 
single instance were needed, the new Marriage Act is quite in 
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point :—and the common law, with its endiess interpretation, 
avainst reason, would have furnished proofs as numberless of 
the truth of the assertion. ‘That we have “ representatives 
“ without constituents,” is too notorious to be denied. Mr, 
Canning not only admits the fact, but justifies the principle :-— 
and Old Sarum, and its fraternity of rotten boroughs, were of 
easy quotation, The talent of the Aristocracy would have 
formed the subject of a whinsical dissertation. There is fadené 
in that body, we allow; but whether it would have becn 
deemed by an intelligent Jury better than none, we may be 
permitted to doubt. In this manner the charges should have 
been met, and refuted. It was not what had been said by other 
writers, or what was meant by this;—it was the truth and pro- 
priety of the doctrines that should have been enforced to the 
Jury. With such a Jury, reason might not have been trium- 
phant; but the public would have appreciated such a defence, 
and would have pronounced a verdict of acquittal, whatever 
the Jury might have said. We have not space for any further 
analysis of this trial, nor is it necessary. ° It is one of many 
attempts to bridle the Press, which have always failed, and 
which will always fail, whatever punishment may be inflicted 
upon its agents. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London to the Bishop of 
Durhain. 





CLERICAL PERSECUTIONS IN HIS DIOCESE. 


My Lorp 
As the priesthood of your diocese are making 


themselves very conspicuous in the cause of persecution, it may 
nct be improper to give your Lordship a hint or two on the 
conduct which becomes a bishop, when the clergy do not know 
how ¢0 behave themselves, Of your Lordship, I know no- 
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thing more than that you derive large revenues from the ques- 
tionable right of tythes ; that you have great patronage in the 
appointment of tythe-eaters; and that, receiving so much from 
the public, you owe it some service, and a great deal of grati- 
tude. And I must tell you, my Lord, that this gratitude which 
you owe to those who support you and your family in so very 
splendid a manner, is not very decently shewn, in permitting 
any of the underlings of your diocese, to insult, plunder, and 
oppress any single individual of that community from which the 
church takes all it possesses, and about ten times as much as 
it deserves, in the opinion of many very sensible people. How 
came you, my Lord, to suffer the clergy of the Cathedral 
Church of Durham, to prosecute Mr, Williams, the indepen- 
dent editor of the Durham Chronicle, for a statement of a 
fact which disgraced them as a body, accompanied by sume 
indignant strictures upon their conduct, for which they and 
you ought to have felt deeply grateful, as warning them against 
a behaviour which must ultimately destroy the church? How 
came you, Sir, to suffer such a prosecution to take place: To 
say nothing about the principle, where was the policy of such 
an affair? Those who wish for the dissolution of the adul- 
terous connection between Church and State, thank you mast 
heartily for not interfering to prevent it; because they feel 
that they are indebted to the prosecution for Mr. Brougham’s 
brilliant speech, whic: will hasten that dissolution, by the con- 
viction it will afford to its readers that the church is not what it 
ought to be; and, therefore, not standing upon its merits, 
that it should be left to fall. Yet the vindictive nature of the 
persecution of Mr. Williams is not the less severely reprobated. 
Ij was adding grossly to the original sin of insulting the memory 
of the Queen. Not to have tolled the bells of the Cathedral 

was only a vena] sycophaucy to the profitable maxims of the 
day ;—but to deny that the omission was intended to insult the 
remains of her Majesty; and to prosecute an individual for 
proclaiming the intention to insult, was the height of—what 
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niime is bad enough for such conduct, my Lord! Mr. Wai 


jlams will in ali probability ,be shortly consigned to some pest 





lential duageon, at the instance of those clergy of the Cathe. 





dral of Durham. One victim already pines under the evils 


ence —igen cnt 


——_ 


of incarceration at the instance of a clergyman of your diocese, 


because he refused to be plundered of his property, under. 


<= a 


he Cag er re 


the pretence of collecting church dues, arising out of claims 


er 


<_< 





for services which the Protestant Church never performs, and 


ae for which it could be entitled to no remuneration even if it did. 





& <tiesillae™ 


Do you call this, my Lord, a proper return, for the niones 
i which the church drains out of the pockets of ihe people? Do 
you think that you are advancing the claims of the chureh to 
respect by this behaviour? Will prosecution and imprisonment 


ec neal 


reconcile the public to clerical impostors, and clerical impositions ? 


i, ee 


Will such wanton despotism on the part of Chiristian teachers, 
render the world more in love with Christianity. Or does yout 
Lordship wish to furnish Mr. Carlile with further proof that the 
pence and hens are the only objects of the Christian priesthooct. 
If your Lordship can read Mr. Watson’s accounts of the pro- 
ceedings against him in your diocese, and learn that he has 
been months in prison for refusing to pay contributions origi- 
ginally levied to support the mummery of Monkish superstition, 
without blushing to have his sufferi:¢s set dowo to the account. 
of the church, you are unfit for the office of a teacher of 
. religion;~—you can have none of that ‘‘ good will to man,” 

















which is necessary tosecure ‘ peace on earth :”~-you must be 
: m love with persecution, and an admirer of the holy inquisi- 
: tious which have roasted man to please his Maker. 


ea ee 


Let me compel you to look at this case more closely. Mr. 
Watson is intelligent and able ; and has put forth his clear and 
convincing statement in an intelligible manner; but’ Mr, Watson 
1 is not a barrister: he is not connected with a powerful party, 
ie anxious to disseminate the proofs of his ability, as a means of 
' encreasing the strength of that party; the Press, at least tlic 
greater portion of it, as base as the system it supports, shuns all 
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comment on the damning fact, that a British Protestant. ts 
absolutely thrown into prison for refusing to pay Catholic dues 
fo a Protestant Priesthood. Nay, the matter is still worse ; 
for what was roduntary offering to the Catholic Church, is 
made a debt to the Pretestant Church, and enforced by the 
pains and penclties of the law! Mr. Watson is actually 
‘uprisoned for refusing to pay those impositions; and he 
might os legally have been thrown into a dungeon on the com- 
plaint of a foot-pad or a sturdy beggar, that he would not be 
bullied out of his money by the one, nor have it forced from him 
by thie other. 

Now, uy Lord Bishop, look at this. The priest at whose 
instance Mr. Watson is im prison, has already an ample mainte- 
nance in the tythes; of which he appropriates all to himself; 
instead of the one-third to which alone heis by law entitled. This 
is bad enough on the part of Mother Church;—and conduct ot 
which a mother might well have been aslamed-~even a step: 
mother would have left something for her step-children ; but 
Mother Church leaves nothing ; she puts all the money into her 
own pouch; all the Easter-offerings, oblations, and obventions, 
info herown cupboard. [tell you, my Lord, that the Catholic 
priests did their duty infinitely better than the Protestaut; and 
thai there is far more need of a Reformation at present, than 
there was in the days of bluff King Harry! They might cant 
the rich out of their property, but they did not take their dues 
from the poor. They distributed the alms of the pious among 
the intended objects of charity :--and we do not read of their 
having thrown the poor into prison, because they would not 
bring voluntary offerings to the priest. I see no difference 
between Mr. Watson’s ease, and the case of a man thrown into 
the dungeons of the Inquisition, ‘There may be no actual 
bodily torture inflicted by the gaolers; but there is TORTURE 
in conjinement. ‘Fhere is bodily tcrture in the privations to 
Which incarceration subjects a prisoner! And there is the 
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MENTAL TORTURE, enough to satisfy the heart of an ordinary 
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Inquisitor in the separation from family, the loss of business, 
the derangement of concerns, and all the evils consequent upor 
being lsid bare to the lash of arbitrary power. Come, my Lord, 
bring your eyes to the picture. Look at this victim—see 
him lonely and pining in his dungeon—uncertain of the result, 
as it affects others, but certain that his honest opposition to the 
clerical robbery, must entail ruin upon himself! And for what ? 
Because the Church chuses to torture him, because he will not 
submit to its impositions. Right Reverend Father in God, is it 
thus that the Church should display its kindness and humility ? 
Is it thus you read practical lessons of Christian benevolence ¢ 
What horrible hypocrisy must it have been in the clerical ——— 
who has thrown Mr, Watson into prison for his illegal claim of 
ten-pence—to affect to pray ou the following Sunday, for all 
who were in tribudation! Out upon it !—ovt upon it! my 
Lord! Why, there is not a bonze in the whole Pagan world, 
who would not blush to be suspected of such behaviour. 

It appears that the Vicar General was as ignorant of the 
claims of the church. as he was determined to enforce them, 
right or wrong! When asked what the oblation signified, he 
gave no answer; and the defendaxt was obliged to inform the 
Judge of the nature ofa claim, which that judge sat to enforce. 
Mr. Watson clearly demonstrated that obdations, obventions, 
sublraction of obventions, offerings, Peter-pennies, and disaster 
hens, were all contributions levied by the Catholic church, for 
pious and charitable purposes ; in short, that they were the 
share of the poor, of the sums which the influence of the priest 
drew from the poekets of the rich. If claimed now, they ought 
only to be claimed for the same purposes. ‘The transfer of the 
rythes from the Catholic to the Protestant Church, did not 
transfer the property of the poor to the pockets of the priest. 
Some of these claims are also demonstrated to have been 
founded upon peculiar Catholic ceremonies ; which ceremonies 
having been long abolished, the payment for them can be no 
longer due. Will your lordship veuture to say that the seper- 
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stilion, as you will call it, should be set aside, and the price of 
the superstition be paid to those who affect to abolish it. 
Nothing could be more ridiculous than the situation of the 
Vicar General in the Ecclesiastical Court. He knew nothing 
of the nature of the claim—he only wanted the money paid. 
He knew nothing of the means by which the Catholic priest 
earned the Easter hen, but the hen he would have. He talked 
as simply as any thing upon two legs could talk :—and bis only 
intelligible remark was—“ You had better pay us—it zs only 
tenpence.” To have committed Mr. Watson to prison for con- 
tempt of sueh a court, is preposterous. In what light must 
every sensible man have held such a judge, and such a teibunal, 
it will be worth your lordship’s while, to interfere, and get Mr. 
Watson set at liberty, without further question. Weak as he 
is, in reference to his situation, and strong as the cliurch appears 
to be, you had much better not provoke any further contest. 
He has truth, and law, and treason on his side; and they are 
auxiliaries against which the claims of po church under the sun 
can make any lasting resistance. ‘Che mummeries and imposi- 
lions of all religions must ultimately share the same fate; and 
the greater the number of those whom they oppress, the faster 
they multiply the reasons that produce their own ruin. A 
politic churchman would soften all these asperities, and avoid 
every thing that could create dissention or dispute. The eyes 
of the enquiring world are now steadily fixed upon the recent 
publication of the monstrous fact that seventeen millions of 
people are compelled to pay to the church of which you are 
i leading member, more than the two hundred millions of 
ether Christians pay to their spiritual teachers ;—and for this 
enormous pay, the world, will expect mildness of deportment, 
and common humanity of beliaviour. ‘This enormous revenue 
of the Church of England is independent of Easter offerings, 
and ail the minor impositions which swell the amount, mon. 
strous us it is, into a still more monstrous account ;—and the 
contrast which the fact afferds, that a British sulyject has beep 
thrown into prison by a process originating with this opulent 
church, for the sum of fen-pence, the matter is really horrible; 
and at the period of the persecution of Penn, would haye 
thrown the country into a flame. It is from no peculiar good- 
will to the Established Church, that 1 address your lordship :—= 
but from an abhorrence of all persecution, let it proceed from 
what quarter it may: and with a view to awaken the public 
attention, and direct it to what merits its notice. The case of 
Mr. Watson might have been the case of any honest and cou- 
rageous individual; and therefore every honest and courageous 
man ought to make the case his own, by endeavouring to 
assist the victim of clerical power through those difficulties 
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D2 THE BLACK DWARE 


mn Which his spirit and lis honesty have entangled hin 

in the further process of this case, your Lords hip will in ali 
probability hear trom me again. fu the mean time, I will call 
upon you to disown these proceedings ; to declare that the 
Church has no legal claim to those originally charitable contri. 
butions ; and to express your approbation of the persecution 
which is far better calculated to sap the foundations of your 
church, than all the external attacks to which it lias yet been 
subjected. Institutions that recommend themselves to the 
feelings of mankind, may often maintain their interest even li 
opposition to _ reason: but if once the feelings are arraved 
against them, they have no possible chance of maintaining 
themselves for any length of time agaiast the united batteries of 
principle and passion. { remain, &c. 


THE BLACh DWARF, 





REWARD OF REFORMERS. 
-- gE 

“Mr. Roperr Gourtway, late a respectable farmer 0% 
“¢ Debiford Farm, Wilts, celebrated for his Reform address to 
“ the labourers of Wiley, and for his endeavours to effect a 
“ Reform in Canada, where he was imprisoned, is now reduced 
‘* to the necessity of breaking stones on the highway; and of 
“receiving parochial assistance from the parish of Wiley.’— 
Devizes Gaz. tie, 
Traly Reformers! Your service is “ p.rfect freedom” 
starve in patience, and to repent at leisure, those efforts in 
favour of mankind, which the majority deserve not, though 
they are ready enough to take advantage of when they are 
made; and equally ready to forget those who have rendered 
them the advantage. Of Mr. Gourlay we know nothing fur- 
ther than what the public prints told us of his spinted endea- 
vours to get rid of the military despotism that prevails in Cana- 
da. There he was exposed to the vengeance of the authorities, 
impriscned for many montis for insisting upon the common 
rights of mankind, and pointing out the means of removing the 
usurpation that destroys them. After long impriscnment, and 
the ruined circumstances which were its natural consequence, 


he has found his wavy to lis native country, to break stones on 
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the highway, as a condition of parochial assistance! Yet his 
fate, we shall be told, is not so hard as that of many other 
Reformers, who have been consigned to death, as a recompense 
for the devotion of their lives to the public service! Well, it 
is the condition upon which men risk themselves for the bene- 
fit of others:—and with a knowledge that they will be thus 
abandoned by those whom they attempt to serve, if they chuse to 
embark in the dangerous service, they must not compiain of the 
casualties that will occur. Mr. Gourlay, while breaking the 
stones on the highway, has the consolation of knowing that his 
intentions were pure: and that he is not answerable for the evils 
they have entailed upon him. He has maintained an unequal 
combat, with credit to himself, though he has been overwhelm. 
ed by the great disparity of force. Pope somewhere writes 
« Traths would you teach, or save a sinking land, 
‘All fear, none aid you, and few understand.” 
But these lines, forcible as they are, do not fully express the 
difficult and dangerous situation, in which the Reformers of 
abuses stand, While fools fear, while cowards refuse their aid, 
and while ignorance paralyzes the multitude, Persecution 
shakes her furious lance, and raises her frantic voice against the 
hapless Reformer, who stands a mark for vengeance, as the 
crowd of slaves retire, and leave him to his fate. Tie nation 
that boasts of the devotion of Sydney, suffered him to perish on 
the scaffold—saw his bleod streaming amongst them—and 
stood in fearful silence, murmuring coward-dishke which 
they had not the courage to embody into honest re- 
proaches, or manly resistance. In this tameness and 
servility of the people, is to be found the basis and 
ihe support of despotism :—-which, in almort-every case 
calculating upon the cowardice of the people, can do whatever 
it dares to attempt. ‘The fatal consequence of such disposi- 
tions on the part of the people, is to array our youth almost 
entirely on the side of oppression, in the hope of sharmg in its 
VoL. IX. No. 17, 
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spoil. Public virtue is everywhere denounced as tiie most fatal 
error—as a certain means of plunging men into difficulties, and 
dooming them to an eternal poverty. ‘To retain any ideas of 
patriotism is deemed highly ridiculous; but to express them 1s 
considered absolutely frantic, on the part of those who wish fo 
rise in the world’s estimation. Our best men satisfy their con- 
sciences with meaning well; and with regretting the progress 
of oppression, which would instantly expire, if all who hate it 
had but the courage to avow their hatred, and carry their 
feelings into action. ‘The common excuse is, that they cannot 
implicate the interests, or wound the feelings of those who are 
dear to them :—but had this deterred our ilampdens and out 
Syduneys from the display of -the patriotic virtues, where had 
beeu now the examples of devotism to country, which these 
men prize so highly ?- Had the departed assertors of the rights 
of man, no interests at stake—no parties to consult that danger 
night appal. Nay, have those who now step out of the ordinary 
ranks, and risk themselves in the public battles, no considera- 
tions that might restrain them from incurring danger? One 
cannot look at the ordinary excuses of ordinary liberals, with 
any thing like respect ;—and when we find tyranny building its 
firmest ramparts upon this disinclination in its enemies to exert 
themselves, we cannot but lament the infatuation that creates 
the evil cf which it complains. 
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Lhe Black Dwarf, to J. Hume, Esq. M. P 


MODE OF CONVERSION TO THE PITT FAITH. 
Sir, 

I have just learnt a precious anecdote, which serves 
most admirably to illustrate the system of profltgate expendi- 
-ture to obtain support for corrupt measures. When you re- 
sume your parliamentary labours, it may afford an excellent 
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teat for one of those honest and useful lectures vou are ac: 
customed to read to the trembling and angry sycophants of the 
Treasury Bench. Some years since, there existed in the county 
of Kent, anactive and zealous Whig, always foremost in the 
occasional movements of the county against the Tory faction; 
and who was considered a very worthy sort of modern patriot. 
His name was Moneypenny. On asudden, however, he and 
his whole family wheeled round, and incorporated themselves 
in the Tory lines;and became as conspicuous ou that side of the 
question. The cause of this might have been guessed at the 
time. The ®sual bait had been held out and had been swal- 
iowed. By the interest of the ccunty member, Mr. Money- 
penny was created a Barrack Master, witha salary of four 
hundred pounds sterling per annum; a fair price enough for an 
ordinary conscience. But the most curious part of the affair 
remains untold. The ministers, probably to shew that the 
charge of wishing to convert the whole country into a scene of 
barracks and garrisons was false, appointed this apostate a 
Barrack Master, at a place where there were xo barracks what- 
ever; nor were there any erected during the life of this most 
admirable of barrack-masters; who regularly received his salary 
until death, for permitting the public to call him a Barrack 
Master! Some years ago, the proof of such an infamous job 
would have been sufficient to overwhelm au aduministration ; 
and though the avowal ofCastlercagh that such infamous means 
were requisite to support his system, has considerably lessened 
the degree of surprise with which matters of this kind were be- 
fore heard of: still the fact cannot fail to make some impressiou 
on the public ; and tend to demonstrate the utility of that inde- 
fatigable research into public abuses, which has already obtain- 
ed for youa greater degree of public estimation, than was ever 
obtained by any public character in so short a period. 
{remaw, Sir, 
Yours, &c, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 















~ ee ee eS 
te oem 


os 


> soe 


rks 


a al aaa 


_ 





4 a 2 
POR LOT I EE OE eer 


ete oo 


or ST MOA 


ss Se ca 1 
“AS tae, 





596 THE BLACK DWAR?. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS 


eg 


Pupnic ENTRY OF Mr. Hunt into Lonnon. ~—We are rse- 
quested to state, that on this Day a meeting will be held of depu- 
ties, from the different trades in the Metropolis, for the purpose 
of arranging a public entry into London for Mr. Hunt, on the 6th 
of November next, which is that gentleman’s birth-day, The 
time and place of meeting were not fixed, but we suppose it would 
be daly advertised. 

The public dinner intended toe bave been given at Taun- 
ton, on the release of the Captive of Ilchester, bas been set 
aside, by the influence of the Tory faction over ‘ mine host,” 
who now refuses to accommodate the party. This is as base, as it 
ig mean;—and as malevolent as contemptible. The landlord 
would hardly have forfeited the gains of such a dinner, without an 
indemnity ; and the natural conclusion is, that fear of the effect of 
such a Meeting, has induced the enemies of Mr. Hunt, to purchase 
his exclusion from the town on that day. Tt will be seen by a re- 
ference io Mr. Hunt’s Memoirs, that i consequence of this in. 
trigue, the dinver is removed to Glastonbury, which Mr. Hunt de- 
clares will be more convenient, not only to himself, but to most of 
the parties expected to be present. 


Mr. Mappocks was liberated from Warwick Gaol on Thursday 
last, having entered into his owa recognizauces to be of good be- 
haviour for the ensuing five years. We irust he has bee welcomed 
home to Birmingham with the ardour that his courage and un- 
bending resolution entitle him to, stillmore than the relentless 
persecution he has suffered in the public cause. 


Sunpscription ror Mr. Lewss,—in addition to the sum already 
stated, we have to acknowledge the reeeipt of one pound from 
R. & and two pounds from some friends to reform at Hicn Wy- 
comBeE, through the hands of N. Simmens, Esq., Gloucester Lodge, 
near Croydon. The sums collected at Leeds, Birmingham, Coven- 
try, &c. have not yet been remitted ; but we must press upon the 
Reformers the necessity of being prompt in their intended contri- 
butions: as the time is fast approaching when the fines alone will 
detain Mr. Lewis in prison. His sentence expires in the middle of 
November ; when he will have completed two years of incarcera- 
tien for the copying of an article, the original publication of which 
was never noticed by his Majesty’s Attorney General—a sufficient 
proof that Mr. Lewis was peculiarly marked for the persecution he 
has undergone. And we all kuow that persecution selects only those 
objects from which oppression has the most to fear. 


Mr. Davison begs to acknowledge Mr. W. Benbow’s subscriplion 
of £3. Also the sum of £2 from the Noitiogham Union on the 
11th ult. We understand that Mr. Davisou’s imprisonment of twe 
years expires on the 27ib of November. 




















THE BLACK DWARF. 597 


ODD PROPS OF THE SYSTEM, 


PROFESSOR CHRISTIAN AND THE RED HERRINGS. 


If the duration of the system of boroughmonger usurpation, 
were to be measured by any reference to the inte/lects of its 
supporters, it would vanish as rapidly as Jonah’s gourd : for 
there is not in the creation a class of more imbecile simpletons 
than those who are called exclusively the ‘ friends of Church 
aud State ;” excepting indeed, always, the greater simpletons 
who support them in luxury in return for the insolence that 
rather merits Bridewell, or the whipping-post. Among one 
class of loyalists, stands preeeminently Mr. Christian, the Chief 
Justice of the Isle of Ely; who has heretofore, in his uitra-foyal 
zeal, stepped forward to teach law to the judges, and to instruct 
his brother magistrates to set it at defiance like himself. He 
was an able expositor of Sidmouth’s infamously illegal circular ; 
and called upon his fellows in the magistracy, to go much 
further than even that circular would warrant, in the persecu- 
tion of the press. He was an active defender of the Man- 
chester Massacre ; and a promoter of Joyal addresses, 
when loyalty was the watchword among the plunderers of 
the people, and the cowardly persecutors of an injured Queen. | 
Thus qualified for respect, he has figured before the public 
occasionally, as a solver of ail difficulties about persecuting 
Reform, or slandering Reformers; and, having been fortunate 
enough to obtain promotion by the usual means, he has been 
silly enough fo suppose that greatness must necessarily have 
followed it; and has twirled round upon the pivot of his fan- 
cied elevation, until he has become absolutely mad with giddi- 
ness ;—and if his friends have any regard for the recovery of his 
intellects, they should transfer him to some asylum, where a 
judicious employment of the soothing system may allay the 
symptoms of insanity, which his own violence has produced, 
The case is quite alarming, and many a cur has been killed 


Vox. IX. No, 17. 
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upon far less equivocal symptoms of niadness. The aflair is 
this Lord Cranbourne took a fancy to superinteud the paro- 
chial affairs of the parish of Hatfield, where he resides; and 
thinking any food was good enough for those who co not la- 
bour to procure it, he distributed red herrings and potatoes 
among the poor, instead of the usual fare. It was very natural 
for his Lordship to do this; and if his Lordship would only 
endeavour to put ALL paupers upon the same fare, we should 
highly approve of the scheme:—but the paupers of Hatfield 
seem to have disliked the preference; and his Lordship being 
thus made unpopular in the neighbourhood, a crowd assembled 
at the Corporation dinner, to “run backwards and _for- 
wards, roaring red herrings! red herrings!” In this crowd, 
Professor Chiistian got entangled, and appears to have been 
frightened still more by the rearing of a horse ; which, no doubt, 
came with the intention of creating a rict, and insulting the 
professor :—for the professor tells us in a droll letter to the 
Mayor, that “ the horse reared higher than he had ever seen a 
“ horse do before in shafts ;”—a plain proof that the horse 
must have been actuated by a more malicious intention than 
ever actuated horse before. The mob, however, did nothing 
more than “ run backwards and forwards, and roar out, red 
herrings!” Mr. Christian ran away; and nobody but the 
horse appears to have had any evil design against Aim. Per- 
haps the poor brute, after all, was only delighted to see a fellow 
ereature, with so little more pretension thau himself, stand 
so high in the magistracy, and the brute’s caper might only 
be a caper of joy. 

To do the Professor justice, though extremely frightened at 
the rearing of the horse, he does not actuaily accuse the animal 
of any seditious or treasonable practices; nor did he even re- 
quire the horse to be arrested, or held to bail, for good beha- 
viour ;—bit towards “ the mob,” he has no bowels of compas- 
sion; though we really think he is much indebted to them for 
a species of furbearauce which he could hardly expect. They 
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were part of the people whom he has becn libelling, as capable 
of the most violent conduct—-as disaffected—as seditiously, and 
even blasphemously inclined. They might have recollected his 
past conduct :—they might have justified his abuse, by violent 
behaviour:—they might have thrust a red herring into his 
mouth, as they are said to have done into Lord Cranbourne’s : 
—they might not have been contented, even with this, but have 
compelled him to eat it without broiling, and to swallow a few 
raw potatoes into the bargain. Had they done so, he could 
not have abused their brutality more grossly, or called for vin- 
dictive punishment with more fury; though they offered him 
no insult, did him no injury ; and appear to have been collected 
only to ascertain whether Lord Cranbourne liked red herrings 
himself. Such trifling excesses of the people appear wonderful 
to the Professor. He “ never saw such a mob in London, or 
elsewhere!” The worthy Professor must leave his eyes at 
home, when he travels; for such mobs are extremely common ; 
and, we are much mistaken, if he has not sat in judgment upon 
individuals in his own neighbourhood, who have evinced much 
more dangerous intentions, than are indicated by bawling “ red 
“herrings!” But perhaps he was disappointed that the people 
did him no violence. Perhaps he expected that he should come 
in for as great a share of their dislike, as Lord Cranbourne ; 
secing that he is as fond of red herrings ;—that is, as fond of 
prescribing them to allay the hunger of the poor:—and the 
Professor's dignity might be offended, at not being considered 
important enough for an insult. Or perhaps he thinks this a 
good opportunity of satisfying that love of notoriety, which the 
present calm in politics leaves craving for food. Or perhaps he 
was a little elated with the wine he had drank with the Mayor ; 
and neither knew what he. did himself, or what was done by 
others. These are matters on which his medical attendants 
should report. We must go on with the narrative. 

Having escaped, when there was neither danger in remaiu- 
ing, nor dithiculty in running away, the Professor wants the 
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mob punished in a most exemplary manner, for what he calls, 
their base, wicked, and illegal intention /”—and undertakes 
to justify Lord Cranbourne, and the red herrings, as follows :—- 
« T have heard that at Hatfield, Lord Cranbourne had procured 
‘¢ 4 quantity of red herrings for the poor—a proof of his good 
“ understanding, and disposition! Mun cannot live by bread 
* alone /—Red herrings and potatoes are an universally favou- 
“rite dish, both with the rich and the poor!” Bravo, Pro- 
fessor! There is logic and gospel into the bargain. Man 
cannot live upon bread alone—ergo, he should have none, but 
be prov'ded with red herrings and potatoes. Nothing can be 
better scripture warrant. Then it is universally a favourite 
dish with the rich and poor. This is a law fiction, for the poor 
of Hatfield must be excepted. True, admits the Professor ; 
but this furnishes the reason for their punishment. For reject- 
ing this favourite dish, he exclaims—-‘ Many of the ringleaders 
“must be immediately apprehended :—rewards ought to be 
“ offered for the discovery of those who were not known, from 
** the darkness of the night, though it was a bright moonlight 
“night.” Do uot laugh, reader! We are really quoting ihe 
‘Professor’s letter. He wants men apprehended who are not 
known, because they could not be seen, im a dark moonlight 
night. He adds‘ this is a fit case for the county Mavistrates 
* to act in:—but perhaps thinking the Magistrates not compe- 
tent, he says—“ I do not doubt but the Altorney Generai 
* will think it a case peculiarly fit to be prosecuted at the pub- 
“lic expence!’’ Weare here really quoting again, from the 
letter of this mad Professor :—and he then directs the Magis. 
trates to collect evidence against, and to apprehend and commit 
to hard labour, all who were concerned in this atrocious out- 
rage of bawling out “red herrings!” He allows they might 
be bailed; and tliat the bail should not be excessive; but that 
“ it ought to be such as not to admit their flivké from justice 
‘and furnish them with a passpoit to another country ;” evi- 


dently alluding to the Bishop who was thus bailed for flight, 
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and furnished with the means. But as this was the work of the 
Professor s loyai friends, it is an additional proof of his insanity, 
that he should venture to allude to it. 

The obligations of the country, and the law, to the professor 
were innumerable before;—but he has now considerably en- 
creased th :m by this defence of Lord Cranbourne and the red 
herrings. Yet the magistrates could not see this; and declin- 
ed to act upon his recommendation. Only two bawlers were 
taken up ; but no charge was preferred against them, probably 
for the want of the professor to draw up the indictment in favout 
of the dried fish, and their lordly patron. Perhaps the Profes- 
sor will now apply to the Attorney General; and the affair may 
be taken up with due solemnity, if Lord Casilereagh’s malady 
should have proved infectious in the cabinet. 

At the same period there was an insurrection at the East 
india College, at Hertford ; but the Professor could not notice 
the riotous conduct of young gentlemen, who were educating 
to keep the “ mobs of India” in due subjection. They were 
too respectable, to be taken up, and committed to hard labour. 
The Professor looked with complacency on what he would 
probably call their spirits—-although they did not confine 
themselves to roariug out “red herrings :”— bat attempied to 
blow off the locks of the gates that kept them at home against 
their inclinations ; and actually sprung miues in the dead of the 
night against the repose of their masters. About this matter, 
the Professor has not a word to spare. He feels the subject is 
above his daring ; knowing that scare-crows are only calculated 
to frighten timid birds. 

These matters have little importance in themselves, but as 
helping us to appreciate the characters of those who advocate 
the system of “ things as they are.” This professor Christian, 
this loyal imbecile, has been placed by the systemin a situa- 
tion where he may do mischief. He is a subscriber to the 
Bridge Street Gang ; although a Chief Justice of the isle of 
Ely; and a zealous persecutor of all who differ from him. 
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Such men are like madmen armed with swords or fire-brands, 


which they employ as their caprice, or their indignations direct ; 
doing mischief, either out of spoit, or because they are offend- 


ed. ‘The system is dangerous, that can stoop to employ such 
agents ; and no better evidence of its neglect of public interests 
can be given, than that of retaining such characters in its ser- 
VICE, 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


i ee 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 





A NEW METHOD OF REWARDING THE PATRIOTISM OF 
THOSE GREAT MEN WHO SILL THEMSELVES TO DO 
THEIR COUNTRY JUSTICE. 


Respected Friend, 

The yell that accompanied Castlereagh’s 
corpse to the grave is yet jarring harsh discord among the 
ministerial scribes; and even among the ministers themselves : 
—who cannot contemplate a similar return for their eminent 
services, without a chilliness of heart that appals the boldest 
among them. It is strange, that men should fear the public 
execration, who take so much pains to deserve it; and expect 
ithe public applause for measures which strike at the very vitals 
of the public safety. I say this to meis strange: for it is to 
expect the tide of feeling to run backwards; and the current 
of opinion to run upwards from its source. Yet ambition will 
be content with nothing less than the praise of the world; in 
addition to its spoil and oppression. The people must laud 
their tyrants, as well as empty the public treasures at their 
feet, and prostrate themselves before the imperious idols, 
And by a judicious distribution of part of their plunder, this 
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object is too generally obtained, at least while the despots are 
alive ; for it is as difficult to find a living tyrant offended by any 
strictures upon his vices, as to find a dead one who retains any 
portion of the respect paid to him when alive, What, then, 
would the admirers of the late Lord Castlereagh have. When 
he could confer favours, he could purchase flattery and obe- 
‘hience; and if the truth was told him by any uncourteous pen, 
his wealth andjrank enabled him often to punish, and always to 
disregard the effects. Above the reach of the law, he could set 
the people at defiance. Revelling in the public spoil, what to 
him was public opinion? The hatred of the people, per- 
haps, added to his influence in the cabinet :—and his mant- 
fold offences went unpunished, Surely this was enough. ‘The 
people were surely not expected to canonize their oppressor, 
and hold his reliques in veneration—to beg his hair for memo- 
rials of the injuries he had done them; and resort to the place 
where his ashes muuldered, weeping as if they had lost a bene- 
factor. Is the spirit of oppression se silly as to expect this—to 
hope that the death of an offender shall wash out all memory 
of his offences?—and exchange hatred and contempt for ree 
spect, and almost adoration? This would be a revolution ia- 
deed—a total change in the qualities that make up man 
and a reversion of all the laws that regulate human feel- 
ing. No! no! Tyrants must even be content with what esteem 
they can command at the point of the bayonet, or by the 
dread of dungeonsand chaias. When they are dead, the tongues 
of the multitude are unloosed, and the pen of the historian is 
set free. The things who were contented to be their tools for 
daily hire, pass to bend at other slirines; and if they are at all 
yemembered, it is only in the dread of experiencing the same 
fate. Those who reproach the people with dardarity in insult- 
ing the remains of their fallen enemy, do it not out of any 
respect for the late minister; but out of dread that the exits 
of their‘present masters will be marked in the same manner :— 


and they are probably right in their apprehensions; for there are 
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few among them who stand higher in public estimation than the 

fallen chief of ‘‘ boroughmonger blood ;” and there are among 

them some who stand even lower in public respect than his 

late Lordship. Were £ compiling the history of any individual, 

1 should pay but little attention to any thing that was said of 
lum, either by friends, or enemies, while he was alive. The 

ene would praise without reason, and the other censure with- 
out justice. But the tone adopted by the public, after a man’s 
death, is decisive. His interested friends, and his personal ene- 
mies, are then silent, The former cannot waste praise for 
nothing ; and the motives of the latter to censure, are at an 
end. The similarity of the treatment of the memory of the 
French Minister, Richelieu, to that of the memory of Lord 
Castlereagh, ought to reconcile lis friends to their common 
and inevitable fate. They may find it illustrated ina work entitled 
** Nouveau Siecle de Louis X1V., &c. The New Age of Louis 
AIV., or Political Anecdotes of the Reign and Court of that 
Prince, with Historical Notes and -Hilustrations, 4 vols., 8vo., 
printed at Paris, in the year 1793. It is a publication in chro- 
nological order, of all the satires, Jampoons, songs, ballads, aud 
satirical epitaphs, which were prohibited, or were only handed 
about in manuscript, when first produced. The Editors say in 
their preface, “ the work would never have seen the light, 
under the empire of despotism ; as nothing that concerned Go- 
vernment was then allowed to escape the chisel of the licenser 
of the Press, except panegyric. Only one side of the medal 
was allowed to be shewn; the reverse was carefully concealed 
from the eyes of posterity.” 

The first illustrious personage who falls under the poetical 
lash in this work is Cardinal Richelieu, the great minister of a 
great nation, and the servant of a feeble and irresolute sove- 
reign, of whom, as well as of the princes of the bloed and nobles’ 
he became the tyrant. His insolence and magnificence created 
him many enemies, who not only ofien attacked his power, but 
conspired against his life; though by his good fortune and abi- 
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tities he preserved both, during eighteen years warfare with his 
personal enemies, and the enemies of the state, and died in his 
bed at the age of 58. He was a dillettante poet, and at once 
the patron and the persecutor of Corneille :—who at his de- 


cease, among all the eulogies and satires that were produced, 
composed only the four lines of which the following are the 
purport :— 

‘* Let them speak well or ill of the Card’nal renown’d, 


Not a word shall escape in my prose, or my lays ; 
He did me such kindness, I ought not to wound, 


And such mischief as conscience forbids me to praise.” 


Benserade, who lost a pension by his death, says— 
‘© By’r Lady and the Mass! now lies 
Great Cardinal Richelieu in this tomb ; 
Yet not a tear would wet my eyes, 
Did not my penston share his doom.” 


On the ten thousand lights that attended the Cardinal's 
funeral :— 


‘« France is at length from fetters freed, 
And Richelieu’s stretched on bier : 

But why to hell when we proceed, 
Need so much light appear ?” 

The epitaphs written on the death of this minister were innu- 
merable. The compilers of this work have inserted 46 of these 
compositions, of which five only are encomiastic; the rest are 
all satirical. It has long since been said, “ that praising is 
harder much than finding fault ;’—but the truth is, that the 
praise of others is not so grateful to mankind in general as its 
censure, By the one they fee! degraded—by the other exalted. 
In hopes, therefore, of putting my readers in good humour 


at least with themselves, I shall present them with a translation 
ofa few more of these sarcastic epitaphs :— 
“* Every quill now the satirists drive, 
Since the soul of the Cardinal’s fled ; 
He made war upon all, when alive, 
And all war upon him, now he’s dead.” 
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 Hete lies great 4rmand, who through the whole earth 
To pestilence, famine, and slaughter gave birth, 
Which spontaneously grew in his mind ; 
Of a Christian no virtue had place in his heart ; 
Yet of Christ has he acted the capital part : 
Since he died for the good of mankind. 


** Now, Richelieu! fate has cut thy thread, 
And number’d thee among the dead, 

Men rail till out of breath :— 
But freed from envy, spleen, and strife, 
However I mizht hate thy life, 

I much appreve thy death. 


As the late Lord Castlereagh anticipated his decease, and 
thus abridged his power of doing mischief, perhaps by many 
years, I think the bards of Great Britain and Ireland, have not 
by any means shewn a proportionate sense of the obligation 
which the realm owed to his penknife, I have seen some few 
ludicrous tributes to his memory; but in no instance has the 
subject been treated with proper solemnity. A new publica- 
tion, indeed, has made a slight attempt to do him justice in the 
following stanzas :—but the reader will easily perceive that the 
memory of Richelieu was far more honoured, although he tore 
mented the world as long as he could, and, oh! shame to jus- 
tice! died in his bed at last! 

Oh! Castlereagh! thou art a patriot now ; 
Cato died for his country, so did thou : 


He perished rather than see Rome enslaved, 
Thou cuttest thy throat that Britain may be saved. 





So Castlereagh has cut his throat !—the worst 
Of this is—that his own was not the first. 


So He has cut his throat at last !—He! Who ? 
The man who cut his country’s long ago. 
Now, my friend, considering the fine example which Castle- 
reagh gave to Ministers of all states, and con:litions, I think a 











THE BLACK DWARF. 607 


national ode ought to be composed to his memory, iu which the 
sreat obligations which he conferred upon the world at large, 
by his last act, should be duly chaunted in “immortal verse 5” 
that the plaudits which accompanied his final exit, might be 
prolonged through all future generations. The pen-knife ought 
to be deposited in the British Museum, in a room properly fitted 
up for any similar purpose to that which has given it so much 
celebrity, with express injunctions, that any Minister of State, 
or any Member of the Holy Alliance, should have access 
fo it, at all proper hours. The legal punishment of such 
men, is both difficult and dangerous:—and any inclination 
on their parts to punish themselves ought to be cherished 
and encouraged by every possible means. Instead of calling 
them mad, and burying them in cross roads, as suicides, I would 
have splendid monuments erected for them, and elegant epi- 
taphs composed. To put themselves out of the power of doing 
further mischief, should be deemed virtuous; and those-whe 
had done the least evil before they repented in this mode, should 
lrave the most conspicuoys niches in the national temples. It 
is a feeling that ought to be fostered in great men! A new.tem- 
ple should be instantly erected, while the example is yet recent ; 
and in the center should be piaced a fine representation of the 
last. achievement of Castlereagh, as a nucleus round which 
to congregate all his disciples who may imitate their measter. 
What an expressive epitaph his last words would make. 
“IT 1s ALL OVER!” This would be a very safe method 
of conferring upon great men the applause they solicit. 
And it would be some satisfation to them, to know, that how- 
ever badly they played their part upon the stage, they would 
be sure to make their final exit amidst the loudest testimony of 
public approbation. The matter will then be seenin its true 
light.—And, instead of the howling and yelling at the funeral 
of Castlereagh, which his friendsought to have been ingenious 
enough to have affected to understand as expressive of un- 
measurable sorrow at his loss, we shall have a pleasant and smiling 
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processions to the Temple of Glorious Suicides, amid waving of 
handkerchiefs, pealing of bells, and every other demonstration of 
public joy / and national gratitude! Those who die for their 
country evince the greatest devotion to its interests, and are 
entitled to the greatest veneration: and nobody can be so _ truly 
said to die for its good, as those whose lives have been its bane. 
Pray give these hints to the Emperor of Japan, with the best 
respects of his old acquaintance, and ask him to oblige me by 
readiog them in his privy council. They are applicable to al/ 
climates, and will he found serviceable to all nations, Were I 
a King, I would not employ a minister who refused to enter into 
acontract to destroy himself within a given time: and the time 
should be short, too, to prevent a man from doingall the mischief 
he is able. Should the Emperor of Japan, thy gracious master, 
enquire whether I extend the reasoning to the royal vice- 
gerents of heayen, tell him I donot; but that [can have no 
objection that they should apply it to themselves, 
Thy friend and well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 





REPEAL OF THE UNION WITH IRELAND. 





Time and experience, those grand enlighteners, have at last 
forced the mischievous consequences of this measure upon the 
consideration of its old supporters and patrons. The hopes it 
promised have been disappointed on all hands. The advan- 
tages it conferred upon the party which effected it, were only 
temporary; and the minions of the system find they are only 
held in reserve for its later meals. Having spread misery through 
the 1 wer ranks, it now threatens the higher in their turn; and 
they perceive that the branches cannot long flourish, while the 
trunk is rotten. Some symptoms of liberality, arising from the 
conviction of self-interest, have therefore begun to appear even 
among the corporation of Dublin. Some weeks since it was 
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proposed that as Catholics were eligible to become members of 
the guild of merchants; in future they should be admitted 
without reference to their religious opinions. | But reason has 
now taken a more decisive step. It is formally proposed in 
Dublin, to repeal the Union, that flagitious measure, accom- 
plished by means more flagitious than itself; and which has 
cursed both countries almost in an equal degree. This is one 
of those unexpected ebullitions of feeling which arise in defiance 
of ordinary calculations; and, like the revolutions of Spain and 
Portugal, astonish as much as they instruct the world. The 
Protestants of Ireland, nay more, the Corporation of Dublin, 
demand the repeal of the Union, and urge in behalf of such 
repeal, the very arguinents which were before urged to them in 
vain against the adoption of the measure. A “leading journal” 
with its usual caution, affects to be startled at this; and to call 
it a means of relief which has hitherto occurred to no class of 
politicians. Thisis hardly true. It has been long recommend- 
ed by all honest men; although Mr. Grattan committed him- 
self so far as to request his countrymen to be contented with 
their wretched condition, and not attempt to smend it by any 
endeavours of their own. The silly argument, that the Union 
must now be persisted in, because it has been effected, is too 
ridiculous for reply:—and we have no hesitation in stating, 
that the Union must either be repeaied, or that Ireland will 
shortly be entirely separated from England. The state of that 
country is 80 dreadful that it must find some desperate remedy, 
if conciliation be long delayed ; and there can be no real conei- 
liation without the restoration of equal laws, equal rights, and 
a thorough reform of the government, so as to ensure equal 
liberty to all. Every movement which tends to the recognition 
of these principles, to whatever it may ultimately lead, is fa- 
vorahle to freedom :-~and it is with no small pleasure we insert 
the following proceedings,which satisfactorily shew that distyes¢ 
can bring even prejudice to the side of reason, and restore 
bigotry to common sense. 
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DUBLIN, Oct. 14,—This being quarter-day, the guild of 
merchants will assemble in their new hall, It is supposed the 
meeting will be the most numerous that has taken place far 
some years, as two subjects of the deepest interest—the repeal 
of the Union, and the admission of Catholics into the guild— 
will be brought under the notice of the Corporation. The Se- 
nior Master, Alderman Nugent, has declared himself a zealous 
friend to the former measure. 

[irom the Freeman’s Journal.| 

“ On Monday last, an adjourned quarterly meeting of the Cor- 
poration of Skinners and Glovers was held, to receive the re- 
port of the Committee appointed to prepare an address to Lu- 
cius Concannon, Esq., M. P., relative to his intended motion 
for a repeal of the Act of Union. On the motion of Mr. Willis, 
the report was brought up and read. It commenced by ad- 
verting to the resolutions which had been at various times 
adopted by the Corporation, as declaratory of their fixed opi- 
nion of the unjust principle and mischievous effects of the Act 
of Union :—it stated that the arguments by which that opivion 
had been enforced, had now received their fullest confirmation 
from experience, and that Ireland every where atforded con- 
vincing evidence of their melancholy truth. It procecded to 
say, that the increased rigour of coercion producing more ex- 
asperated habits of resistance, the failure of revenue and re- 
sources, the extinction of trade, the decay of cities, the desti- 
tution of artizans, the self-banishuent of the rich, the desola- 
tion of the poor, the growth of crime, famine, and disease, — 
all proved the twenty years’ enjoyment of the blessings of thie 
Union, were the most calamitous and degrading period with 
which this country had ever been afflicted. The address con- 
cluded by alluding to the notice of a motion for the repeal of 
that Act, which the hon. Member had given in the last Session, 
and exhorted him to persevere, and redeem his pledge ; as no- 
thing short of such a repeal could afford permanent relief to a 
people whose character it is, that they are only to be governed 
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by that liberal and judicious policy which affords exertion to 
their generous qualities, and secures the loyalty of the heart. 

This address was carried by acclamations, and it was resolv- 
ed that Messrs. Wm, Benjamin and John Siduey Taylor, brethren 
of the Guild, should be deputed to present it to the hon, mem- 
ber in London. 

Mr. JoHN SIDNEY TAYLOR said he accepted the trast 
with willingness, and was glad that this great question was at 
length to be brought under the review of the Legislature. He 
could not, however, omit that opportunity of expressing a hope 
that the resolution which the Guild had just adopted would not 
be a desultory effort, or the act of an isolated body, but would 
meet with that general and persevering support which was 
worthy acause of such transcendent magnitude. The resolu- 
tions of 1810 and 1819 were maintained upon strong grounds, 
their validity was acknowledged by the representatives of Dub- 
lin in their answer to the address of the Grand Jury of the 
county of the city, who at the former period advanced sucl 
sentiments as this Guild has always expressed onthe subject of 
the Union : but there was no result. Nomember then ventur- 
ed to declare in Parliament, the opinion respecting that question 
which he had avowed in the face of his constituents. The last 
but most convincing argument, that of experience, might then 
have been imperfect : it was now complete. The Act of Union 
had continued ever since fo fulfil its mission of evil with a rapidity 
almost unexampled in the history of nations: it had done more 
to destroy both the political and moral prospects of this coun- 
try, than the most malignant statute which had ever converted 
law into oppression. With her political independence Ireland had 
lost her resident proprietors, her productive industry her growing 
manufactures, the comfort of her people, the stability of rational 
freedom, and the moral stimulus to improvement ; she had been 
ever declining since towards that state in which a nation exists en 
the terms of a slave, and with the degradation of a pauper. Her 
virtues were broken, her energies shaken, and even her hopesal- 
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mostexhausted. Previous to the Act of Unionshe stood before the 
world as the useful and proud ally of Great Britain; but her 
history was now only to be read in the vicissitudes of abject 
poverty, and savage violence, of every mode of coertion, and 
every form of fatality. In short, that act had never fulfilled 
one of the promises of its advocates, while it bad more than 
realized the mournful predictions of its opponents: there were 
few Irishmen that did not acknowledge this truth among their 
friends and neighbours ; they knew that the honour and bap- 
piness of Ireland owed their extinction to the men who sold her 
independence. They should come forward in such a manner 
as would prove that a compact which was founded in injustice, 
and carried by fraud, might now be dissolved in concurrence 
with the free and solemn consent of both countries. Tins was 
nota party question—it was one in which all clarses, who wish 
to save the empire, should form a generous combination to de- 
maud the independeuce of Irelend, in the language of a deter- 
mined but loyal and temperate patriotism ; this was tlie time 
for ali Irishmen to come forward in this way, who did not de- 
Spair of a just cause, or expect a profit by the ruin of their 
country. He hoped to see a great constitutional effort for this 
purpose take place through all Ireland, aud condueted in sucha 
mauner as would show it was not more earnestly commenced 
than perseveringly and temperately pursued, 

It was then resolved, that our representatives, Sir R. Shaw, 
Bart., and Thomas Ellis, Esq., be instructed to support Mr. 
Concannon’s motion; and that the miaster, wardens, &e. do 
wait on them with said resolution.” 

Against these proceedings, the “leading journal’ has set 
its face, although it admits the Union fias materially ijured 
Dublin, and declares that the measure was effected by bribing 
a worthless aristocracy, and other base individuals, to sell thei 
country to England ; and it adds, they would bave as readily 
sold it to any body else! even to Napoleon Bonaparte. This 
the “leading journal” admits ; but censures those as counters 
revolutionists, who propose to repeal a fatal measure. It also 
attempts to raise the cry of ‘‘ no Popery,” on the occasion, by 
saying that arepeal of the Union would give the Catholics the 
ascendancy, both in parliament, and in all other professions. 
Now we are inclined to believe it would destroy the unjust as- 
cendancy of the Orange Faction, without establishing a Catho- 
lic supremacy in its place ; and this is what is wanted to restore 
Ireland to peace and prosperity. 
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